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Grand Valley State College

GVSC Faculty and Students Honored by State Association
Two GVSC faculty members
and two students received
distinguished faculty and
outstanding student awards at
the fifth annual Awards
Convocation of the Michigan
Association of Governing
Boards of Colleges and
Universities (MAGB) held on
April 9 at the ~ellogg Center,
Michigan State University.
Donna E. Larson, associate
professor of nursing, and
Faite R-P. Mack, professor of
education, received special
certificates at the convocation, along with students
Julie Blodgett and Kevin
Griffith.
Professor Larson joined
the GVSC faculty in 1978 and
teaches both undergraduate and
graduate nursing students.
For the past several years,
she has developed expertise in
the use of computer technology
in nursing education. She has
written and published several
computer-assisted instruction
programs for nursing. She is
currently the nursing
education editor for three
professional journals.
In 19B3, Larson was recognized for her nursing education contributions when the
Michigan Nurses' Association
named her •Michigan Nurse
Achiever of the Year.• Last
year she traveled and lectured

The Grand Valley Porum
is published by the Public
Relations Office. Publication schedule is every
Monday when classes are in
session during fall and
winter seaesters, and every
other Monday during the
spring/summer session. Copy
deadline ls the Tuesday
noon prior to publication.
All aaterials should be
sent to Sharon Coeling,
editor, Public Relations
Office, 26 Zumberge
Library, GVSC, Allendale,
MI, 49401.

Telephone: 895-3221.

throughout China as a member
of the •people-to-People
Citizen Ambassador Program.w
Faite R-P. Mack, who came to
Grand Valley in 1972, is a
professor of education and is
also serving as acting
director of the School of
Education. He is a recognized
authority in the diagnostic
assessment of young children.
He has been awarded fellowships from the U.S. Department
of Education, the State of
Illinois Governor's Office,
and the Educational Policy
Fellowship Program of the
National Institute of Education. Mack has been awarded
over $1,200,000 in state and
federal grants to establish
exemplary retraining programs
for in-service teachers.
His professional publications include a book and many
journal articles. He has
served as special education
teacher in the Chicago Public
Schools, consulting school
psychologist for various
school districts around the
state, chief evaluation and
assessment coordinator for
compensatory services in the
Michigan Department of

Education, and visiting
professor at Michigan State
University.
Julie Blodgett, an Honors
Scholar, is a senior from
Sparta majoring in physical
therapy. She has maintained
a 3.99 GPA at Grand Valley and
was highly rated by clinical
physical therapy instructors
during her physical therapy
internships. She has spent
many hours in volunteer work
with handicapped children in
her church and in physical
therapy activities.
Kevin Griffith is a senior
English major from Adrian. He
is a Presidential Scholar and
has maintained a 3.80 GPA both
in the Honors Program and in
his major field. His poetry
has won the Oldenburg Writing
Contest. He has served as a
feature and sports writer for
the Lanthorn and has assisted
beginning writers as a tutor
in the Writing Center.
MAGB is an organization of
College and university
trustees which annually honors
two outstanding students and
faculty members nominated by
each of Michigan's four-year
public institutions.

Coming Events
Guest Lecturers to Address
Civil Rights

There have been some changes
and additions in the lecture
schedule for the special
course entitled •Blacks and
the U.S. Constitution.w
Today at noon Robert F.
Williams will speak. He was
active in the civil rights
movement of the 60's and was
the first black to advocate
armed se~f defense against
organized racial violence.
On Friday, April 1B, Professor Benjamin Ringer will
lecture. He is a sociologist
at Hunter College and the
author of We the People - And
Others.
Walter Bergman will be the
guest lecturer on Monday,

April 21. He will recall his
participation in the civil
rights movement. His lecture
will be preceded by a tenminute videotape which was
prepared for the court in a
lawsuit against the government
filed by civil rights
marchers.
Each lecture will be held
from 12 noon to l p.m. in
Room 102, Manitou Hall. The
campus community is invited to
attend.
GVSC to Bost History
C011petltlon
On Saturday, April 19,
junior high and high school
students from the west Michigan area will be displaying
their entries in the annual
History Day competition at
(Continued on page 2)

page 2

Coming Events
(Continued froa page 1)
GVSC. This ls the district
coapetltlon for the national
History Day progra• and will
be held fr011 9 a.•. to
1:30 p.a. In Klrkhof Center.
The purpose of National
History Day, according to John
Tevebaugh, professor of history and coordinator of the
event, is to •help students
learn aore about history
through the use of social
studies, language, literature,
and the arts. Participants
aeet students from other
schools, exchange ideas, and
compare the quality of their
historical work.•
The theme of this year's
contest is •conflicts and
Compromises in History.•
Entries include historical
papers, individual and group
perforaances, aedia presentations, and individual and
group displays.
Entries will be judged on
accuracy, authenticity,
understanding of historical
context, balance of presentation, use of materials, and
adherence to the theme.
Judges will be local teachers,
writers, historians, professors, and other professionals.
Certificates and special
prizes will be awarded.
District winners will enter
their projects in the state
contest and winners there will
aove on to the national
competition.
GVSC Jazz Jubilee
The second annual Jazz
Jubilee will be held on
Friday, April 18, from 9 a.m.
to 10 p.a. The Bill Porter
Jazz Ensemble will entertain
at 8 p.a. in the Field Bouse,
following a day of ausical
activities featuring various
area jazz groups.
Jazz enseables fr011 17 area
high school• will perform in
the C01111ons every half hour
between 9 a.a. and 4
At
4 p.a., aeabers of the Bill
Porter Jazz Enseable will give
instruaent clinics in the
Kirkhof Center and the Calder
Pine Arts Center. All daytiae
activities are open to the
public free of charge.

P·•·

The evening program will
begin at 6 p.a. with a concert
by the Grand Valley State
College Jazz Orchestra and
three outstanding high school
jazz band ense•bles. They
will be followed by the Bill
Porter Jazz Ensemble featuring
trombonist Bill Porter, trumpeter Dan Barber, saxophonist
Roger Pemberton, vocalist
Arlene Cherry, and others.
Tickets for the evening
concerts are $5 for adults and
$3 for students. Tickets are
available at Believe in Music
stores or they aay be
purchased at the door.
Annual calculator Contest to
Be Beld This .. lfeek
Nearly 400 students from 16
area schools will compete in
Grand Valley's eighth annual
calculator contest on Tuesday,
April 15. The contest is open
to students in grades 7
through 12.
The event is sponsored by
GVSC's Mathematics Department.
Participants aust use their
calculators to solve aatheaatics problems that require
insight into the nature of
numbers and computations.
Prizes will be awarded to
students with the highest
scores in each of three gradelevel categories.
Visiting Professor to
Lecture on aussia
•A Retrospective Look at
Russia's Churches, Convents,

and Monasteries• is the title
of an illustrated lecture to
be given by Professor Marshall
Winokur fro• the University of
Alabama on Tuesday, April 22.
The lecture will begi~ at
3 p.m. In R00111 114, Lake
Michigan Rall.
Student aecltal Set ·for
Saturday
There will be a student
recital by Patricia Lee,
soprano, and John Ignatowski,
pianist, on Saturday,
April 19, at 3 p.m. in Louis
Armstrong Theatre.
British Psychiatrist to Speak
•Archetypes of War• is the
title of a lecture to be
presented by English
psychiatrist Dr. Anthony
Stevens on Wednesday,
April 16, at 3:30 p.m. The
lecture is sponsored by the
student Psychology Club and
will be held in the Portside
Room, Kirkhof Center.

cot

Appreciation aeception
The Clerical, Office and
Technical Staff Appreciation
Reception will be held on
Tuesday, April 22, from
3:30 to 5 p.m. on the
Promenade Deck, Kirkhof
Center. President Lubbers
will be attending and Vice
President Ronald vansteeland
has been invited to speak by
the COT Training and
Development Committee, the
sponsors of the event.

Across Campus
roerater Appointed
A4aiasions Director
JoAnn Foerster has been
appointed GVSC's Director of
Admissions. She joined the
Grand Valley staff as an
admissions counselor in 19B1.
Jn 1983 she was proaoted to
Assistant Director of Admissions and last July to
Associate Director. She has
served as Acting Director on
three separate occasions.
Foerster ls a graduate of Ball
State University and has an
M.A. degree in college student
personnel from Bowling Green
State.

Student Art on Display
A juried student art exhibit
ls currently on display in the
Calder Art Gallery. The show
runs through Friday, April 18.
On April 21 the gallery will
present a showing of graduating B.F.A. students. That
show will run through May 2.
There will be an opening
reception on Thursday, April
24, from 4 to 7 p.m. Gallery
hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Monday through Friday.
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News Notes
Study Bxaaines Student
Attitudes
High school students who see
education as a path to status
and wealth are those least
likely to be committed to hard
work, learning, and attending
college, according to a study
by psychologist John Nicholls
and his colleagues at Purdue
University.
The researchers examined
attitudes toward education of
about 600 ninth- and twelfthgrade students at two high
schools in rural and city
neighborhoods. Students were
asked their feelings about the
purpose of education, their
personal goals at school,
iheir .s.atisfac.tion w.i th

learning, and causes of
success.
Students who believed
education should help them
gain status and wealth were
more likely to feel alienated
from school and to avoid work.
Striving for success with
little effort was tied to
•cynical• beliefs that success
depends on •beating others,
luck, and strategies of
seeking favor with teachers,•
the researchers note. On the
other hand, students concerned
with learning, understanding
the world, and keeping busy
were more task-oriented and
more likely to see success
coming from interest, effort,
and attempts to understand

rather than to memorize. They
also saw school as encouraging
responsibility, knowledge, and
a motivation to achieve.
•our data give little
encouragement to those who
advocate education and
learning for the sta~us and
economic gains it brings,•
says Nicholls. •of ·the
different views about the aims
of education, the position
that education would increase
one's status and income was
the most likely to be
associated with academic
alienation.•
Excerpted from Higher
Education and National
Affairs: Volume 35. Number S.

Paul Huizenga, associate
professor of biology, and
Bovard Stein, professor of
biology, presented papers at
the Michigan Science Teachers
Association meeting held in
February in Lansing.
Huizenga's paper was entitled
•Reproductive Technology:
Potential and Problems.•
Stein's paper was entitled
•problems of Teaching
Genetics.• Stein also serves
as a member of the advisory
committee for a statewide
cooperative grant which is
designing resource materials

to improve science education
at the middle school level.
Huizenga also attended a
meeting of University Science
Educators in Lansing in
February.
Robert Vrancken, associate
professor of management,
conducted a session entitled
•aow Workplace Environmental
Factors Affect Performance• at
a conference on •1mproving
Buman Performance• held in San
Francisco earlier this month.

Faculty Sketches
Theodore Berland, associate
professor of communications,
has written an article for the
April issue of West Michigan
Magazine. The article is
entitled •Fitness Facilities-Choices for Body and Budget.•
Benjamin Lockerd, Jr.,
visiting instructor of
English, presented a paper
entitled •eoth Gods and Men:
Human and Divine in Spenser's
Cupid and Psyche• at the
Central Renaissance Conference
held at the University of
Kansas on April 4 and 5.

Calendar of Events
Monday, April 7-Friday, April 18
10 a.m.-5 p.m.: Art exhibit. GVSC juried student
exhibition. Calder Art Gallery.
Monday, April 14
3 p.m.: Softball. Ferris at GVSC.
12 noon: Lecture. Robert F. Williams, civil rights
activist. Room 102, Manitou.
Tuesday, April 15
10:30 a.m.-2 p.m.: Calculator Contest. Competition in
Kirkhof Center. Awards ceremony at 1:15 p.m. Louis
Armstrong Theatre.
12 noon: Studio Jazz Orchestra. Kirkhof Center.
12 noon: Lunchbreak. Dance Kaleidoscope. Free. Louis
Armstrong Theatre.
1 p.m.: Baseball. Aquinas at GVSC.

(Continued on page 4)
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Calendar of Events
(Continued fro• page J)
Wednesday, April 16
8:30 a.m.-9 p.m.: Spring book sale. Library.
J p.a.:
Softball. Northwood Institute at GVSC.
3:30 p.m.: Lecture. •Archtypes of war.• Dr. Anthony
Stevens. Portside Room, Kirkhof Center.
Thursday, April 17
8:30 a.m.-noon: Spring book sale.

Library.

Friday, April 18
9 a.m.-10 p.m.:

Jazz Jubilee.
12 noon: Lecture. Professor Benjamin Ringer, sociologist
and author. Room 102, Manitou.

Friday, April 18, and Saturday, April 19
Softball. GVSC at St. Francis Tournament.
Saturday, April 19
9 a.m.-1:30 p.m.: National History Day, West Michigan
Regional Competition. Kirkhof Center.
1 p.m.: Baseball. GVSC at Hillsdale.
3 p.m.: Student recital. Louis Armstrong Theatre.
Sunday, April 20
10:30 a.m.: Dialogue worship. Kistler Pit.
1 p.m.: Baseball. Saginaw Valley State at GVSC~
3 p.m.: Spring choral concert. Ellen Pool, conductor.
Louis Armstrong Theatre.
6:30 p.m.: Catholic mass. 124 take Huron Hall.
Monday, April 21-Friday, May 2
10 a.m.-5 p.m.: Art exhibit.
Calder Art Gallery.
Monday, April 21
12 noon: Lecture.
102 Manitou.
1 p.m.: Softball.

Graduating B.F.A. exhibit.

Walter Bergman, civil rights activist.
GVSC at take Superior State.

Monday, April 21, and Tuesday, April 22
Spring Jazz Band Tour.

